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In the Claims 




(Three Ti^iies Amended) In a computer system having (i) a working memory in which 
applicationVrograms are executed, and (ii) an operating system including a file manager 
for managingyfiles of application programs executed in the working memory, intemal file 
characteristicsV nd file image preview apparatus comprising: 

an extension coupled to the operating system in a manner such that the extension 
is entirely integraTted with the operating system, the extension enabling user selection of a 
desired file and in response to user selection of the desired file, the extension enabling 
display of an indication of intemal file characteristics and the file image of the desired 
file by opening the desired file in a manner fi"ee of opening an application program in 
working memory and Wence external to application programs in the working memory, and 
in a manner fi-ee of deco(|ing the indication of intemal file characteristics fi'om a filename 
of the desired file; and 

a display assembly ksponsive to the extension for displaying the indication of 
intemal file characteristics and the file image of the user-selected desired file by opening 
the desired file in a manner fi-ee of opening an application program in working memory, 
and in a manner fi-ee of decoding the indication of intemal file characteristics fi'om a 
filename of the desired file, such\hat a preview of the user-selected desired file is 
provided. 




(Three Times /fended) In a computer system having (i) an operating system and (ii) a 
working memory tor executing application programs, intemal file characteristics and file 
image previewing aVjaratus comprising: 

a file manager\coupled to the operating system, the file manager (a) managing 
files generated by application programs executed in the working memory and (b) 
enabling display of indicra of intemal file characteristics and file image of a user-selected 
file by opening the desired^le, said file manager being coupled to the operating system 
in a manner such that said display of indicia of intemal file characteristics and the file 
image is generated outside of application program opened and running in the working 
memory and hence external to app^cation programs in the working memory, and in a 
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manneAfree of decoding the indication of internal file characteristics firom a filename of 
the desikd file; and 

a aisplay assembly responsive to the file manager for displaying indicia of 
internal file characteristics and the file image of the user-selected file by opening the 
desired fileAoutside of an application program opened and running in working memory, 
and in a maimer fi-ee of decoding the indication of internal file characteristics fi-om a 
filename of tn^ desired file, said display assembly thus providing a preview of the user- 
selected file. 



12. 




(Threi Times Amended) In a computer system, a method of displaying internal file 
characteristics [including] and file images of a user-selected file, to provide a preview of 
the file, cWiprising the steps of: 

prowding a working memory for executing application programs; 
executing application programs in said working memory in response to user 
command, saia\^execution of the application program generating files of the computer 
system; 

providing operating system means for enabling display of indications of internal 
file characteristics and the file images of a file selected by a user by opening the file, the 
operating system means enabling display of the intemal file characteristics and the file 
images outside of an application program opened and running in the working memory; 
and 

in a manner firee of (k)ening and running an application program in the working 
memory, and in a manner fi-eaof decoding the indication of intemal file characteristics 
firom a filename of the desired file, displaying the indications of intemal file 
characteristics and the file image\ of a user-selected file, in response to user command for 
previewing that file. 



(Twice Amended) A method as claimed in Claim 12 wherein said step of displaying 
mdications of intemal file characteristics and the file images includes providing a display 
ass^bly responsive to the operating system means for displaying indications of intemal 
file ch^acteristics and the file images outside of an application program opened and 
running\n working memory. 



